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Workshop: Developing an Online Database of EISs (June 16, 2016) 
Research and Advocacy Goals 
• Understand how decision-makers 
account for climate change in EISs 
• Identify common elements, best 
practices, and problem areas 
• Ensure that government agencies are 
abiding by legal requirements 
• Recommendations on how to conduct 
meaningful analyses 
EIA surveys, protocols, comment letters, and other resources available at: 
http://web.law.columbia.edu/climate-change/resources/nepa-and-state-nepa-eis-resource-center/ 
Sabin Center Projects 
• Surveys of Climate Change in EISs  
• Model Protocols: Accounting for the 
Effects of Climate Change on Proposed 
Actions 
• Paper: Upstream and Downstream GHG 
Emissions from Fossil Fuel Production and 
Transportation 
• EIS Comment Letters 
EIA surveys, protocols, comment letters, and other resources available at: 
http://web.law.columbia.edu/climate-change/resources/nepa-and-state-nepa-eis-resource-center/ 
EIS Survey, 2012-2014 
• 238 Federal EISs prepared from July 2012 – 
December 2014 
• Tracked ten considerations related to GHG 
emissions and climate change adaptation 
• Difficult to find EISs on agency websites 
• Relied heavily on EPA EIS Database 
 
EIA surveys, protocols, comment letters, and other resources available at: 
http://web.law.columbia.edu/climate-change/resources/nepa-and-state-nepa-eis-resource-center/ 
Utility of EPA Database 
• Finding EISs online 
– EPA online database is reliable location for 
federal EISs published since Oct. 2012 
• Sorting and Filtering EISs 
– EPA database allows EISs to be filtered by 
agency, date, state, or title 
• Searching for Information within EISs 
– Must download EIS from EPA database; no 
search function for multiple EISs 
 
 EIA surveys, protocols, comment letters, and other resources available at: 
http://web.law.columbia.edu/climate-change/resources/nepa-and-state-nepa-eis-resource-center/ 
Designing an Online EIS 
Database: Key Features 
• Sort and filter by project type 
• Search text across multiple documents 
• Produce list of search results that 
includes title, agency, and text 
excerpts 
• Broader scope than EPA database: 
older EISs, state and local EISs 
 
